Read the following passage carefully:

Education is a fundamental right that empowers individuals and strengthens societies. In
India, the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, was enacted to ensure free and compulsory
education for all children between the ages of 6 to 14 years. This law aims to provide equal
educational opportunities, regardless of a child's background, gender, or financial status.

One of the key features of the RTE Act is that it makes education compulsory and free. This
means that no child should be denied schooling due to poverty or social discrimination.
Schools are prohibited from charging fees or imposing burdensome admission requirements
that may prevent children from enrolling. The government is responsible for ensuring
adequate infrastructure, trained teachers, and necessary learning materials.

The Act also mandates that private schools reserve 25% of their seats for children from
economically weaker sections (EWS). This provision promotes inclusivity by ensuring that
students from disadvantaged backgrounds have access to quality education. Additionally, the
law emphasizes child-friendly learning environments, meaning that students cannot be
expelled or subjected to physical punishment.

Another significant aspect of the RTE Act is its focus on quality education. It sets specific
standards for student-teacher ratios, school facilities, and teaching methods. Teachers must
have the required qualifications, and schools must provide a conducive environment for
learning. Regular monitoring and assessment help improve educational outcomes.

Despite its positive impact, challenges remain in implementing the RTE Act effectively.
Many government schools still face a shortage of trained teachers and proper infrastructure.
In rural areas, access to schools can be difficult, and social barriers may prevent girls and
marginalized communities from receiving an education. Furthermore, ensuring strict
compliance with the 25% reservation rule in private schools remains a challenge.

In conclusion, the Right to Education Act is a crucial step toward educational equality.
While progress has been made, continuous efforts are needed to address challenges and
ensure that every child, regardless of their background, receives quality education. By
strengthening policies, improving school infrastructure, and raising awareness, society can
work together to fulfill the dream of universal education.

Answer the following questions based on your understanding:

1. What is the primary goal of the Right to Education (RTE) Act?
a) To promote higher education
b) To ensure free and compulsory education for children aged 6-14
c) To provide education only in private schools
d) To allow only urban children to receive education
2. How does the RTE Act promote inclusivity in private schools?
a) By allowing private schools to set their own admission policies
b) By mandating that 25% of seats be reserved for children from economically weaker
sections
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¢) By increasing school fees for financially stable students

d) By limiting the number of government school enroliments

What does the term compulsory education mean in the context of the RTE Act?
a) Parents can choose whether to send their children to school

b) All children must receive education, and the government is responsible for
ensuring it

c) Only children in urban areas are required to attend school

d) Schools can deny admission based on a child’s background

Why are government schools important under the RTE Act?

a) They provide free education to children from all backgrounds

b) They charge higher fees than private schools

c) They only admit students based on entrance exams

d) They focus only on higher education

What does the RTE Act prohibit in schools?

a) Teaching science and mathematics

b) The use of physical punishment and expelling students

c) Offering free books and meals

d) Allowing private schools to operate

What is a major challenge in implementing the RTE Act effectively?

a) Lack of awareness and inadequate school infrastructure

b) Overcrowding in private schools

c) The absence of school uniforms

d) Reducing school fees for wealthy students

Why is the 25% reservation rule in private schools significant?

a) It ensures that all students receive free education

b) It allows students from weaker sections to study in quality institutions
c) It reduces the number of students in government schools

d) It increases the school fees for other students

What is the importance of trained teachers under the RTE Act?

a) They ensure quality education for students

b) They increase the cost of education

c) They focus only on exams and rankings

d) They discipline students with strict punishments

What does the term universal education in the passage refer to?

a) Education only for children in developed countries

b) Education that is accessible to all children, regardless of background
¢) Education only for boys

d) Education limited to city schools

How can society contribute to improving the implementation of the RTE Act?
a) By discouraging poor children from attending school

b) By strengthening policies, improving infrastructure, and spreading awareness
¢) By limiting education only to government schools

d) By reducing the number of teachers in schools
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